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SECRET USNATO 6968 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MPOL, NATO 

SUB J : PRESS POLICY FOR EXERCISE HILEX 7 

REF: A. USNATO 6901 DTG 161800Z DEC 75; 

B. STATE 291140 DTG 102001Z DEC 75 

1. COUNCIL OPERATIONS EXERCISE COMMITTEE (COEC) CHAIRMAN 
(MACBRIEN) CONVENED A COEC MEETING ON DECEMBER 19 TO DISCUSS 
THE PRESS GUIDANCE STATEMENT FOR EXERCISE HILEX 7. 

2. CHAIRMAN OPENED DISCUSSION BY NOTING THAT HE HAD RECEIVED 
A LETTER FROM THE GREEK DELEGATION STATING THAT GREECE WOULD 
NOT REPEAT NOT PARTICIPATE IN HILEX 7. IN VIEW OF THIS DE- 
VELOPMENT, HE SAID THAT SOME MINOR MODIFICATIONS MIGHT BE 
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NECESSARY TO THE PRESS GUIDANCE STATEMENT PREPARED BY THE 
HIGH LEVEL EXERCISE PLANNING GROUP ON DECEMBER 15 (PARAS 
6 AND 7 REF A). 
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3. A NUMBER OF OTHER COEC REPS, ESPECIALLY FRG REP (BROCK- 
MANN) AND THE NETHERLANDS REP (HOFFMAN) SUGGESTED OTHER MINOR 
MODIFICATIONS. AFTER A BRIEF DISCUSSION, COEC AGREED TO THE 
FOLLOWING CONTINGENCY TEXT (WHICH IS CONSISTENT WITH WASH- 
INGTON GUIDANCE REF B) TO BE USED BY SPOKESMAN AT NATO HQ 

AND IN CAPITALS, IF ASKED ABOUT HILEX 7. 

QUOTE: NATO, AS AN ALLIANCE COVERING PHYSICALLY A LARGE 
GEOGRAPHIC AREA, REQUIRES TO PRACTICE COORDINATION OF ITS 
MILITARY AND CIVIL ADMINISTRATIVE MACHINERY SO THAT PROCED- 
URES AND COMMUNICATIONS WILL OPERATE EFFECTIVELY IN ALL CIR- 
CUMSTANCES. EXERCISES ARE THEREFORE CONDUCTED REGULARLY ON 
A NATIONAL. MULTI-NATIONAL AND NATO-WIDE BASIS. IN HILEX, 

A ROUTINE EXERCISE TO BE CONDUCTED IN THE SPRING OF 1976, AND 
THE SEVENTH OF ITS KIND, PROCEDURES ONLY WILL BE TESTED AND 
NO FORCES WILL BE DEPLOYED. UNQUOTE. 

NOTE: IF ASKED FOR FURTHER DETAILS ON HILEX 7 SUCH AS COUNTRIES 

PARTICIPATING. ETC, THE SPOKESMAN SHOULD SAY THAT 

THEY ARE NOT AT LIBERTY TO DISCLOSE FURTHER INFORMATION. 

END NOTE. 

4. SINCE THE DPC HAD AGREED ON SEPTEMBER 23, 1975 (PARA 18, 
DPC/D(75)19) THAT NO PUBLICITY SHOULD BE GIVEN TO HILEX 7, 

CHAIRMAN SAID THAT HE WILL SEND THE TEXT OF THE PROPOSED 
PRESS GUIDANCE TO SYG FOR FINAL APPROVAL AND THEN CIRCULATE 
IT OVER THE NATO-WIDE COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM TO ALL CAPITALS. 
BRUCE 
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